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Tan Cox – Clerk & RFO 
Chideock Parish Council 

 

          

 
 

MINUTES OF CHIDEOCK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held at CHIDEOCK VILLAGE HALL on 27TH MAY 2025 at 6PM 
 
 

Initials Councillors   Initials Councillors 

RB (Chair for this meeting)  
Cllr Richard A Benjamin 

 PB Cllr Paul Barnett 

MD Cllr Mick Downes  AB Cllr Aidan Biggins 

TC Tan Cox (Clerk / RFO)    

Also Invited: Cllr S Christopher 

 

Ref Agenda Item Owner 

1/2 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND ELIGIBILITY:  

None  

APOLOGIES:   
Cllr P Barnett 

 
 

3 ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON FOR THE FULL 
COUNCIL AND FOR THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES WORKING 
GROUP 
 
CHAIRMAN FOR FULL COUNCIL FOR 2025/26 
Nomination forms indicated that Cllr Benjamin will stand as Chairman (Cllr Biggins and 
seconded by Cllr Barnett) 
 
IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Cllr Benjamin be elected Chair for 2025/26.  
His Declaration of Office has been signed and returned to the Clerk for posting to the 
parish council’s website. 
 
CHAIRMAN FOR FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES WORKING GROUP FOR 
2025/26 
Nomination forms indicated that Cllr Benjamin will stand as Chairman (Cllr Biggins and 
seconded by Cllr Barnett) 
 
IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Cllr Benjamin be elected Chair for 2025/26 
and Cllr Biggins will be Vice Chair. 

 

4 ACTING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr RAB presented his report on the Parish Council’s activities and achievements in 
the preceding year.  A copy of this report has been posted to the parish council’s 
website. 

 

 

Cllr Richard Benjamin 

Minutes approved via email during June 2025 
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Ref Agenda Item Owner 

5 MINUTES FOR FULL COUNCIL OF TUESDAY 29th APRIL 2025 

The minutes of 29th April 2025, having been agreed via email during the month have 
been placed on the parish council website. 

 

6 RECEIVE REPORTS TO CHIDEOCK PARISH COUNCIL:   
 
Dorset Police - Alex Bishop was not present at the meeting to give his update.  A 
precis of his written submission was read by Cllr AB.  
 

Ward Member for Dorset Council – Cllr Christopher spoke about a planning issue that 
has originated in Marnhull (nr Sturminster Newton), whereby a local man (Mr Crocker) 
has won a case at the Court of Appeal to develop 120 houses, offices and a retail unit 
in the village of Marnhull that currently has less than 2000 residents and is a quiet and 
unspoilt Dorset village.  (see BBC Dorset website).  Cllr Christopher recommended that 
both residents and councillors study the intricacies of the case which is based largely 
on the fact that Dorset Council does not have a valid 5 year land supply plan 
(specifying land earmarked for development within Dorset).  Mr Crocker’s case relied 
on this fact and the Planning Inspectorate agreed that ‘there is a need for houses in 
Dorset’. 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

It is at the Chair’s discretion how long statements are based on the number of 
individuals attending the meeting. As a guide and in order to conduct all business on 
the agenda, this period should not exceed 15 minutes unless suggested by the Chair. 
 

Various issues were raised including the repayment of the £30 to Mr Hockey for car 
park use, the AGAR Exemption Form and the cycle path requesting a notice for visitors 
indicating the existence of the cycle path.   Also raised were: the conduct of National 
Highways and our MP relating to the A35 and the need to put a timescale on the letter 
prior to sending, overhanging vegetation on the A35 and the difficulty envisaged 
obtaining cooperation from residents. WDLH and the planning application for 
permissions regarding the temporary toilet block. 

 
 
 

7 PLANNING: 
P/HOU/2025/02404  
5 Carters Lane Morcombelake DT6 6SF 
 
A Neutral response has been made by the Clerk 

 

8 AGAR – EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE: 
The Exemption Certificate has been rejected by the External Auditor due to the 
expenditure of the council being in excess of £25,000.  This means a full external audit 
will be carried out in July 2025. 
 

REJECTION OF THE AGAR EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE WAS NOTED 
 
To Consider: 
-  AGAR - Annual Internal Audit Report (Appendix 1) 

-  AGAR Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 (Appendix 2) 
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-  BDO LLP Conflicts declaration (Appendix 3) 

 

Ref Agenda Item Owner 

8 IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Full Council APPROVE the AGAR Annual 
Internal Audit Report and the AGAR Section 1 Annual Governance Statement.  

 

FINANCE AND BUDGET  

PAYMENTS FROM 23RD APRIL 2025 to 20TH MAY 2025: 

(The payments for the period are noted at Appendix 4) 

 
BUDGET AND CASH FLOW 2025/26 
 
Full Council APPROVED the Budget and Cash Flow Statement (Appendix 5) 
 

Clerk to post all approved documents to the parish council’s website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

9 TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND WORKING 
GROUPS OF CHIDEOCK PARISH COUNCIL: 
 
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSE 
 
The Parish Council has formed a Finance & General Purpose Working Group 
with no direct responsibilities.  Its role is to provide advice, support and 
recommended actions to the Main Committee.  Also see Terms of Reference and 
Minutes of the FGP Meetings on the Parish Council website. 
 

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS from the 
Meeting on 20th MAY 2024  
 

Trampoline: 

A meeting was arranged by NW from DAPTC with representatives of Clapps Mead (x2) 
and two councillors (RAB/AB) to resolve outstanding issues relating to the trampoline. 
A report was produced and disseminated to councillors, no matters were arising, and 
the report was accepted together with its recommendations including agreeing to 
DAPTC contacting our insurers.   

 
FULL COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED the report and recommendations 
including agreeing that DAPTC contact the parish council’s insurers.  
 

Foss Orchard: 

The Clerk had received an email from Martin Hockey complaining that he had not been 
able to find a parking space despite having bought a season ticket.  Mr Hockey argued 
that he wanted the ticket for overnight parking – which is not chargeable. 
 
FULL COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY AGREED the refund of £30 to Mr Hockey. 
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Average Speed Camera on A35: 
Despite several letters and chaser emails to National Highways no response has been 
received by the parish council.  

 
 

Ref Agenda Item Owner 

9 THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS from the 
Meeting on 20th MAY 2024 (Cont.) 

 

FULL COUNCIL AGREED that a letter to be sent to National Highways and Edward 
Morrello MP inviting them to a meeting to ascertain why these issues have not been 
addressed.   See parish council website for more information.   Cllr MD suggested a 
meeting that was inclusive of residents living in the village.  This action was agreed. 

 
Fingerpost – Sea Hill Lane and bottom of Pettycrate Lane (which is missing the 
sign to Seatown): 

There has been an offer from a resident to repair both signs free of charge (material 
costs only)   

 

FULL COUNCIL AGREED to ask the local resident to carry out the repairs, and  

FULL COUNCIL AGREED TO APPROVE the payment for materials from reserves.  
 

Chideock News – June 2025: 

With reference to the state of the pathways and their inaccessibility due to overhanging 
(prickly) bushes.   
 

FULL COUNCIL AGREED to ask residents to cut back their overhanging vegetation 
via the Chideock News in June.   Councillors to prepare a piece for the Clerk to submit. 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs / 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs 
 

10 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

• Letter to National Highways 

• Annual Village Meeting invites 

 

CORRESPONDENCE IN THE PERIOD WAS NOTED. 

 

 The meeting ended at 7pm.  

Date of the next Parish Council Meeting will be 24th June 2025 at Chideock Village Hall, 6PM 

Previous council minutes and correspondence from the parish council can be found at 
www.chideockparishcouncil.com 

 

External Organisations - Acronyms: 

WATAG – West Dorset – Western Area Transport Action Group 
BLAP – Bridport Local Area Partnership 
DAPTC – Dorset Association of Town and Parish Councils 
NALC – National Association of Local Councils 
WRAG – Winniford River Action Group 

about:blank
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External Organisations – Cllr representatives: 

BLAP – Vacant 
DAPTC – Cllr Richard Benjamin  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 1 



6 

 

Tan Cox – Clerk & RFO 
Chideock Parish Council 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 2 
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APPENDIX 3 
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Payments from 23rd April 2025 to 27th May 2025 

 

Payee Amount 

John Bright Fencing 2638.00 

Computer hardware 7.95 

Grounds Maintenance 499.20 

Chideock Village Hall  34.00 

Printing  3.70 

CAB Grant 400.00 

Printing Cartridges  25.99 

Printing Cartridges 58.10 

Friends of Clapps Mead 985.00 

DAPTC Subs 319.85 

BLAP Contribution 79.34 

Insurance 621.57 

Bank Service Charge 4.25 

 

          

          

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 4 
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CASH FLOW / BUDGET 
2025/26  

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar   
Spend 
to 
date 

Budget 
total 

 

Projection Date 2025/2026                 

Operating Income                 

Precept 12,650         12,650               12,650 25,300  
Foss Orchard Season Ticket  30   120   120   120             30 390  
Electric Charging Rental* 0                        0 0  
Parking Ticket Income  0 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55   0 605  
Environment Agency Flow Meter 0 187                       0 187  
VAT 1,339                         1,339 1,339  
Other 0                         0 0  

                   
Total Operating Income 14,019 242 175 55 175 12,705 175 55 55 55 55 55   14,019 27,821  

Operating Costs               

  
  

Staff Costs                             14,370  
Overheads                           0    
     Hall Hire 68 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 34   68 442  
     Training 0 100 100     100 100     50       0 450  
     Printing, Postage and Station-
ery 4 30 40 30 30 30 30 30 40 30 30 30   4 354  
     Subscriptions and Member-
ships 0 80 200   85                0 365  
     Computer & Website 8 50 30 50 30 50 30 50 30 50 30 50   8 458  
     Clerk & Councillor Expenses  98 40 30 26 30 26 30 26 30 26 30 26   98 418  
     Insurance 0   600                     0 600  
     Other Miscellaneous 4 150 50 150 50 75 50 80 50 50 50 50   4 809  
Open Spaces Maintenance                           0    
     Grounds Maintenance Con-
tract  499 499 499 499 499 499 499 499 499 499 499 499   499 5,988  

APPENDIX 5 
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     Clapps Mead (exc. contract) 2,638   400   400   400   400         2,638 4,238  
     Foss Orchard Car Park 0                         0 0  
     War Memorial (inc. wreath) 0                         0 0  
     Bus Shelters 40   50   40   50   40   50     40 270  
Other Costs  & / Or Projects 0       805                 0 805  
Grants Out 1,150   1,000 250   850           750   1,150 4,000  
Miscellaneous Expenses 0   355                 1500   0 1,855  

                   

Total Operating Costs 4,509 983 3,388 1,039 2,003 1,664 1,223 719 1,123 739 723 1,439   4,509 35,422  

                   

Less VAT                            0 0  
                    

Operating Cash Flow 9,510 -741 -3,213 -984 -1,828 11,041 -1,048 -664 -1,068 -684 -668 -1,384   9,510 -7,601  

                  

Adjustments 0                         0 0  

                  

Cash Flow 9,510 -741 -3,213 -984 -1,828 11,041 -1,048 -664 -1,068 -684 -668 -1,384   9,510 -7,601  

                   

Bank Balance less staff costs 11227 20,737 19,996 16,783 15,799 13,971 25,012 23,964 23,300 22,232 21,548 20,880   11,227    

                  

Net Cash Position 20,737 19,996 16,783 15,799 13,971 25,012 23,964 23,300 22,232 21,548 20,880 19,496   20,737 19,496  

                 

VAT Expectation in 2025/26 66              66  
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NOTES 

                 

LIST OF REGULAR PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL AT START OF YEAR           

 2025 2026 2027              

Martin & Co 240 250 260 (exc VAT)            
Derek Smith Grounds Mainte-
nance 4995 5194 5401 (exc VAT)            

Clerk Salary and On Costs 14370 14657 14950              

                 

LIST OF POTENTIAL DONATION AND GRANTS              

Winniford River Group 1000                

Chideock Village Hall 1000                

PCC Grass Cutting 750                

CAB 400                

Other  850                

              

*electric charging paid twice by SWARCo in 2024/25              

 

 


